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sans between 1216 and 1227, when a convention with the nobles was
signed, terminating the strife which was dislocating the internal life
of the kingdom. The personal character of the king, who was brave,
energetic and discreet, contributed to increase gradually the number
of his adherents, to settle many critical situations, and to ensure his
complete success. This result attained, James found himself in a position
to take his full share in the work of reconquest. It was about the
same time that Ferdinand III of Castile, having overcome political
difficulties similar to those of James, also resumed the all-important
task of the Christian people of Spain. The two kings worked hand in
hand for this object, as had formerly Alfonso VIII of Castile and Alfonso
II of Aragon.

Ferdinand's first campaign in 1225 was directed against the territory
of Cordova, He seized Andujar and other towns, in preparation for an
attack on the capital. With an eye to the future, Ferdinand, who had
formed an alliance with Ma'mun, Emperor of the Almohades, when the
latter was dethroned by a successful insurrection, sent an army to Africa
to succour him. Ma'mun was reinstated on his throne (1229), and out of
gratitude to the Christian monarch he allowed the Castilians to settle at
Marrakash; it appears they did this on the lines of a former emigration
which had begun in the ninth century, and the influence of which had
been long-lasting. This also served as the base of the Franciscan missions
in Morocco.

In 1230, at the death of Alfonso IX of Leon, the two crowns became
united in the hands of Ferdinand III, after some difficulties caused by
Alfonso's will. Henceforward, Ferdinand could dispose of the military
forces of the two great kingdoms in the centre and west of Spain. The
day of decisive victory had now dawned and the task was facilitated by
the subdivision of the Muslim States. After the death of Yusuf, indeed,
the personal ambitions of the emperor's relatives and captains revived,
and several kingdoms arose out of the fragments of the former Almohade
State in Spain: one at Valencia of short duration; another in Murcia
(1228-1241), which under its king, Ibn Hud, for a few years comprised
most of the territory remaining to the Muslims; a third at Arjona (north-
west of Jaen, near Andujar), founded in 1230 by Muhammad Abu-
'Abdallah al-Ahmar, and increased later by the addition of Jaen, Baza,
Guadix, and Granada- This last town was converted by al-Ahmar into the
capital of the kingdom (1238), which eventually became the last represen-
tative of the al-Ahmar Muslim power, in the hands of the Nasrid or
Nasrite dynasty, of which al-Ahmar was the founder.

His enemies being thus weakened, Ferdinand III determined to aim at
the conquest of Cordova, which he realised in 1236. A few years later,
the Muslim King of Murcia, Muhammad ibn 'All, sought for the help of
Ferdinand and, in return, offered him vassalage and half the contents of
the royal treasury. The Castilian king accepted the offer, as a result of
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